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Imagine… Healthcare Technology in Rural New Hampshire
You live in Landaff, NH: population 380.  What are your options when it comes to healthcare?  Whether it is treatment for a chronic condition or an accident where you need immediate medical assistance, we all want the best care possible.  For a moment…

· Imagine a medical facility where the latest technological innovations are already in place and utilized on a daily basis.  A facility where you could go and have an x-ray taken and have that image available to be viewed by a Radiologist in just minutes.  That same image could then be sent to another Radiologist thousands of miles away for another opinion or maybe sent to a specialist over a secure and private internet connection for their review within just a few minutes.  Of course you would also expect this x-ray be available to your own family doctor.  An electronic health record (EHR), in conjunction with a digital Picture Archive and Control System (PACS), would make this all possible.

· Imagine a medical facility where you have been sent by your doctor to have a blood test.  You are registered at a state-of-the-art patient access facility and sent down to the lab for the test.  You carry no paperwork because the use of technology has eliminated the need for paper and has forwarded all your medical information to the lab electronically.  The blood is taken and using the most advanced testing equipment available your lab results are recorded electronically into your medical record and simultaneously sent to your doctor. 

· Imagine arriving at a medical facility’s Emergency Department.  Utilizing the latest communications technology the emergency staff, doctor’s and nurses have been notified of your arrival in advance and are prepared to handle any emergent situation.  Your condition is immediately evaluated, tests are electronically ordered and the results of those tests are made available to the clinical staff through the use of accurate high speed computer technology.  As this is all happening your doctors and nurses are using these computers to capture information about you to better assist with your treatment and to record, at the moment of the event, all relevant information pertaining to your care.  If necessary, this information can be made available to any other facility if additional treatment is required or specialists need to be consulted.  When you are discharged, all the events of your stay have already been electronically recorded and forwarded to your doctor.  With the use of this advanced technology, at any time your doctor can view all your test results, including digital images, and be able to see the advice and diagnosis provided by the emergency room doctor.

· Imagine yourself at a medical facility as an inpatient.  Naturally you want only the best medical care and advice.  You require being at a facility where not only do you expect the latest in medical technology but a clinical staff that incorporates proven technology for the care of their patients,  an advanced technology which improves the health of its patients and always places patient safety first.  You need a facility where, with the help of technology, you can be absolutely certain that medications are administered correctly and on time and that those medications will not have adverse interaction with other medications you may be taking.  With the use of new technologies, patients and their families can be assured they will receive only the best medical treatment. 

The only thing left at this point is to ask yourself: “Where could I possibly go to find such a medical facility that can provide such state of the art, high tech healthcare?”  

The answer… Cottage Hospital in Woodsville, NH.  Yes, today Cottage Hospital has:

· A state-of-the-art PACS system to store and retrieve all your radiology images.  This system places, in your electronic medical record, x-rays, CT’s, MRI’s and Ultrasounds.  It also has the capability to send any image to virtually any Radiologist in the world.

· An ultra high tech Emergency Department computer system used for the capture of patient data, producing an accurate medical chart linked directly to your Electronic Health Record and as always helps with delivering only the best healthcare.  

· A telephone system commonly known as a VoIP which allows phones to reside on the same network as our computers and can be totally integrated with them.

· A wireless computer system which allows for mobility in the delivery of healthcare services and the processing of electronic health records.

· A lab system which will create electronic transactions, send them to the patients’ Electronic Health Record at the hospital and to their doctor within seconds of finalizing a test.

· Provide access by your PCP to your EHR from their office.  This includes all lab test results, digital imaging (X-Rays), transcribed documents and other medical information.

· A creative and dedicated Cottage Hospital team; world class people utilizing world class technology.

We may be your small neighborhood hospital, but we have all the technology to provide you with the same healthcare as any big facility. We are committed to providing you with quality healthcare… close to home!

Cottage Hospital is a 25 bed, critical access hospital serving the beautiful Upper Connecticut River Valley. For additional information regarding Cottage Hospital and any of its services please visit our website at www.cottagehospital.org
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